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Welcome Message:  Bienvenido a Albuquerque! 

Welcome to the 33
rd
 Annual Southwest/Texas Popular/American Culture Association 

Conference!  Weôve returned ñhomeò to Albuquerque following our joint 2011 meeting in San 

Antonio with the National PCA/ACA, and while itôs always enjoyable to visit Texas, itôs 

certainly good to be back in New Mexico. Thank you for joining us for this week.   

This year, our organization is honoring one notable group of scholars and two remarkable 

individuals.  Our theme for 2012 is ñCelebrating Food and Culture(s) in a Global Context,ò and 

Albuquerque is an ideal place to experience Southwest cuisine at its finest. In addition to the 

many Food and Culture Area panels, many of our Subject Areas have organized sessions and 

events that focus on food and culture, and you are invited to participate in a ñTaste of Old Townò 

on Saturday afternoon as well.   

Since we last met in Albuquerque in 2010, our organization has experienced the loss of 

Executive Director Phil Heldrich and longtime conference organizer and supporter Susan 

Rollins.  We will be celebrating their lives and work at a luncheon on Friday, and if you had the 

pleasure of knowing or working with either Phil or Susan, we would encourage you to join us in 

remembering them at this time.  Please also plan to attend our Peter Rollins Book Award and 

Graduate Student Awards High Tea event to honor our winners and future leaders of our 

profession. Yearly, we offer numerous graduate student awards, and weôre pleased this year to 

offer again a special Albuquerque Convention and Visitors Bureau Award for Southwestern 

Culture. We also like to thank the Albuquerque Convention and Visitorôs Bureau, the Charles 

Redd Center for Western Studies, and Post Script for their generosity and support of our 

graduate students. 

 

Special thanks to Sally Sanchez, our tireless Conference Specialist and Program Coordinator, by 

whose patience and determination the program comes together each year; the organization has 

benefitted greatly from Sallyôs expertise as weôve faced the challenges and transitions of the last 

fifteen months.  New to our Executive Team this year is Kelli Shapiro, Area Development and 

Awards Coordinator.  Kelli served for five years as Area Chair of American History and Culture 

and has proved a valuable member of the team; we look forward to her continued input as we 

move forward.  Chris Trujillo joined us as Webmaster over the Summer and has worked with 

Ken Dvorak to coordinate updates for the 2012 conference; we anticipate a major site redesign 

prior to the 2013 meeting, and Chris will be instrumental in implementing these changes. Ken 

Dvorak, Secretary/Treasurer for the organization, deserves a special measure of gratitude for his 

continued dedication to the SWTX PCA/ACA.  With Philôs passing, Ken assumed the immense 

task of selecting and training a new Executive Team, simultaneous to planning and executing the 

2012 conference, an undertaking that he conducted with much grace and skill.   A very large 

thank you also goes to the Albuquerque, Hyatt Regency Hotel, whose professionalism and expert 

staff makes this event a truly outstanding conference for our presenters and guests. 

 

We also want to thank those serving on this yearôs judging panel for the Peter C. Rollins Book 

Award: Hugh Foley, Cynthia Miller, and Rob Weiner. Special distinction as well needs to go to 
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those who have served as our Graduate Award judgesðKen Dvorak, Julie Anne Taddeo, Lynnea 

Chapman King, Rhonda Harris Taylor, Nathan Brown, Melinda McBee, Tobias Hochscherf, 

Joseph Chaney, Jack Hutchens, Diana Cox, Dennis Cutchins, James Bell, Janet Croft, Andrew 

Chen, Tamy Burnett, Kenneth W. Davis, and Monica Ganas. This work takes much time and is 

most appreciated. 

We trust that you will enjoy your time in Albuquerque and that you will plan to join us again 

next year, February 12 - 17, 2013 for the 34
th
 Annual SWTX PCA/ACA Meeting. 

Regards,  

Lynnea Chapman King, SWTX Executive Director 

Ken Dvorak, SWTX Secretary/Treasurer 

Kelli Shaprio, SWTX Area Chair & Awards Coordinator 

Sally Sanchez, SWTX Conference Program Specialist 

Chris Trujillo, SWTX Web/Video Specialist  

 

 

 

 

Susan Rollins shared a devotion to Will 

Rogers and Southwest Texas/American 

Popular Culture Association with her 

husband, Peter. He founded the Southwest 

Texas PCA/ACA annual conference, and 

they co-founded the Film and History 

Association. 
 

 

 

SHARING WILL ROGERS. Susan Rollins, 

Will Rogers Memorial Museums volunteer 

trainer, and Andy Hogan, museum historical 

guide and Will Rogers interpreter, welcome 

the first class of Ropers (docents) to the 

museum in 2008. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Photo Credits: Will Rogers Memorial Museum 
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To All SWTX PCA/ACA Participants 
Dear Colleagues,  
 

For our 33rd Annual Conference, the Southwest/Texas PCA/ACA returns to our adopted 

"hometown" of Albuquerque, and in doing so, we would like to honor two individuals whose 

contributions to the organization have been indelible.  Phil Heldrich, who served as Executive 

Director for the organization from 2003 to 2010, passed away in November, 2010, and Susan 

Rollins, who worked tirelessly for many years alongside her husband and SWTX co-founder 

Peter Rollins, passed away in July of 2011. As we look towards our future, we take this 

opportunity to revisit our history and those who were instrumental in the success of the SWTX 

PCA/ACA. 

 

Philip Heldrich  
(1965 · 2010) 

 

Phil leaves behind a rich and honored legacy with the SWTX PCA/ACA, having seen the 

organization grow in numbers, influence, and recognition worldwide as THE Popular/American 

Culture conference to attend. Phil joined the Southwest/Texas PCA/ACA in 1993 as a graduate 

student at Oklahoma State University. Over the years, he served the organization in various 

capacities and pioneered several subject areas such as Creative Writing Pedagogy and 

Interdisciplinary Studies. He served as the Southwest American Culture Association Vice-

President from 1998-2000 and as President from 2000-2002. In 2003, he began serving on the 

SWTX PCA/ACA Executive Board as the Executive Director. In his eight years as Director, the 

conference established its home firmly in Albuquerque and became an event known for 

welcoming graduate students and established scholars alike. His mentorship of young scholars 

manifested itself in the creation of the Heldrich/Dvorak Graduate Student Travel Fellowships 

and the Peter C. Rollins Book Award.  He promoted and encouraged his own students, who each 

year won awards for their research and writing, and finally Phil was instrumental in helping to 

develop our conference presenter database. 

 

He began his career at Emporia State University in Kansas and, after relocating to the Pacific 

Northwest, he became an Associate Professor in Interdisciplinary Arts and Sciences at the 

University of Washington, Tacoma.  His publications include numerous articles in American 

literature; Good Friday (Texas Review Press, 2000), Winner of the X.J. Kennedy Poetry Prize; 

and Out Here in the Out There: Essays in a Region of Superlatives (2005), Winner of the Mid-

List Press First Series Award for Creative Nonfiction. 

 

In his memory, the Southwest/Texas PCA/ACA and the UW of Tacoma established the Philip 

Heldrich UW Tacoma Library Creative Writing Materials Fund, to provide support for the 

University of Washington Tacoma Library, benefiting the creative writing materials collection. 

We are honored to have Philôs wife, Chris, his daughter, Alexandra, and members of his family 

with us this year in Albuquerque as we celebrate his life, work, and contributions to the 

Southwest/Texas organization, a friend to all who encountered his ready smile, quick wit, and his 

penchant for burritos. 
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Susan Rollins  

(1942 · 2011) 
 

Susan Rollins started with the SWTX organization in 1992, attending her first conference with 

Peter in Amarillo, Texas. At that first meeting she was introduced to Mike Schoenecke, Diana 

Cox, and others who were known as the ñfoundersò of the organization. Susan wrote about her 

SWTX experiences, stating that she quickly became óhookedô into the ócultureô and began 

participating fully in the events. Susan received a Bachelorôs degree in Special Education in 

1963 from Lesley College, Cambridge Massachusetts, now known as Lesley University. She 

spent most of her working years in the business arena in sales and marketing and eventually 

moved into a series of management positions in the employment industry.  

 

Susan noted: ñWhen Peter and I married, I had attended a regional meeting with him in Las 

Vegas, and had heard of all his activities on the national level as well as the Southwest area. I 

was not surprised to find myself getting involved where needed in the early years of 1993 up to 

about 1996. When the Southwest/Texas PCA/ACA meetings moved to Albuquerque, NM, 

somehow I became more involved, first with the registration element and eventually with the 

handling most of the details of hotel arrangements, speakers, luncheon planning, registration 

payments (PayPal), nametags, program design and printing. I was doing just about everything 

but making beds daily at the hotel!ò When the meeting moved from the Sheraton Hotel in ABQ 

to the Hilton, the organization took a big leap forward.  

 

At one of the meetings, Susan met Steven K. Gragert, Director of the Will Rodgers Memorial 

Museums (Claremore, OK). As a Docent at the Gilcrease Museum in Tulsa, Susan had 

discovered the importance of guides to enhance the artistic and historical dimensions of such 

facilities. Together with Steve and other members of the WRMM staff, she designed a 14-week 

course for docents, eventually turning out 3 classes or a total of 39 graduates.  

 

In 2010, the advancing cancer prevented her from travelling to Claremore for the classes; 

inspired by her example, her students stepped up to train even more ñRopersò (as the docents are 

called). The ripple effects of this docent program continue into our time ï as does Susanôs work 

for the SWTX PCA/ACA. In her memory, the Ropers dedicated a special bench in the great hall 

of the memorial, the only bench that directly faces the famous Jo Davidson statue of Will 

Rogers. A brass label designates it as ñSusanôs seat.ò  

 

ñAlthough I am not an academic, I hope that the limited skills that I have brought to the 

organization have helped to build it to where it is today and to strengthen it for the future.ò Susan 

Rollins earned the title of ñFounderò of the SWTX organization a person with a charming 

ñBostonianò personality, winning smile, and a willingness to help others. In 2012, the Southwest 

Texas PCA/ACA created an award in her name ï to be conveyed to a deserving conference paper 

in Museum Studies and Public History.  
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Peter C. Rollins Annual Book Award  
This prize is awarded annually to the óbestô book in popular culture studies and/or American culture 

studies. Preferred consideration will be given to books on the histories and cultures, including popular 

cultures, of the Southwest and the West. The SW/TX PCA/ACA also encourages submission by members 

of the organization. Prize-winning volumes receiving this award are distinguished by their methodology 

and research; monographs, reference works, and anthologies are eligible. Designed to reward genuine 

research and lucid expression, the award bears the name of Peter C. Rollins, Co-Founder of the 

organization, author and editor. 

Over a period of thirty years, he fostered the careers of both junior and senior scholars in his role as 

Associate Editor of the Journal of Popular Culture and the Journal of American Culture, as the former 

Director of the Center for the Study of Film and History, and as publisher of the journal, Film & History 

An Interdisciplinary Journal of Film and Television Studies. He also authored and/or edited numerous 

studies such as The Columbia Companion to American History of Film, Hollywood as Historian: 

American Film in a Cultural Context; Why We Fought: Americaôs Wars in Film and History (with John 

E. OôConnor) and the critically acclaimed. American Reflected: Language, Satire, Film and the National 

Mind. 

Prize winner will be announced on Thursday, February 9 at 6:30pm at the annual SW/TX conference 

recognizing their achievement and scholarly contributions to the study of popular and American Culture.  

The SWTX PCA/ACA acknowledges these Rollins Book Award Scholars: 

2012 

Alison Macor, Chainsaws, Slackers, and Spy Kids: 30 Years of Filmmaking in Austin, Texas 

(University of Texas Press, 2010).  

2011 

Jeet Heer and Kent Worcester, eds.  A Comics Studies Reader (University Press of Mississippi, 

2009). 

2010   

Adilifu Nama (California State University, Northridge), Black Space: Imagining Race in Science 

Fiction Film (University of Texas Press, 2008). 

2009 

Katie Mills (Occidental College), The Road Story and the Rebel: Moving Through Film, Fiction, 

and Television (Southern Illinois University Press, 2006) 

2008 

M. Elise Marubbio (Augsburg College), Killing the Indian Maiden: Images of Native American 

Women in Film (University of Kentucky Press, 2006) 

2007  

Wheeler Winston Dixon (University of Nebraska), Lost in the Fifties: Recovering Phantom 

Hollywood (Southern Illinois University Press, 2005) 

 

James M. Welsh (Salisbury University) for his career-long creativity, editing, and publishing 

including Literature/Film Quarterly, The Cinema of Tony Richardson (1999), and The 

Encyclopedia of Novels in to Film (1998). 
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The following Academic Book/Journal Publishers are honored guests of 

the SWTX PCA/ACA  

 

¶ Intellect Press, Bristol, United Kingdom 

¶ McFarland Publishers 

¶ ¢ƘŜ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ 

¶ The Edwin Mellen Press 

¶ Film and History: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Film & Television 

Studies 

¶ The Council of Editors of Learned Journals: An Allied Organization 

of the MLA 

Your purchase and textbook orders make their efforts worthwhile. Remember, 

they value your work to make the investment to participate in our conference.   

Book Display Times 
 

Wednesday, February 8, 2012 

12:00 ï 5:00 p.m.  

Thursday, February 9, 2012  

9:00 ï 5:30 p.m. 

Friday, February 10, 2012  

9:00 ï 5:30 p.m. 

Saturday, February 11, 2012  

9:00 ï 1:00 p.m. 
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Special Events 

 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2012 

7:00 ï 8:30pm       Fire & Ice Reception hosted by Hyatt Regency  

8:00 ï 10:00pm  Captivity Narratives: Film Screening INK: A Tale of Captivity 

8:00 ï 10:00pm Film Screening and Roundtable: Metropolis (1927) 

8:00 ï 10:00pm Screening and Sing-along: Joss Whedonôs Musicals Once More with 

Feeling and Dr. Horribleôs Sing-Along Blog 

 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2012 

11:00 ï 1:00pm Film Adaptation 3: Documentary Screening and Discussion: Canyonlands: 

Edward Abbey and the Great American Desert 

6:30 ï 8:30pm Southwest Texas PCA/ACA Graduate Student Award Ceremony 

8:00 ï 9:30pm Graphic Novels, Comics, and Popular Culture: Film Screening and 

Roundtable Superman and the Mole Men (1951) 

  

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2012 

6:30 ï 8:00am SWTX PCA/ACA Executive Staff/Area Chair Business 

Meeting/Breakfast 

11:30 ï 1:30pm Luncheon Celebrating SWTX Leadership: Honoring Phil Heldrich and 

Susan Rollins 

3:30 ï 5:00pm Art as Transgression: Screening and Roundtable of Jean Cocteauôs Blood 

of a Poet/Le sang d'un poète  (1930) paired with Salvador Dali and Luis 

BuŒuelôs Un Chien Andalou (1929) 

3:30 ï 5:00pm Screening and Discussion: Star Power and Superpower: My Big Break 

7:00 ï 8:30pm An Evening with HBO's Game of Thrones Conlanger David Peterson 
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